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Social representations: An approach to study behavior, attitudes,

tendencies, and to understand the mechanisms of identity.
Kaouther Souissi

Abstract

The French theory of social representations stands out from all
other theories of social psychology, first of all for its efficiency
and brevity in the analysis and explanation of all levels of
human behaviors, in particular its cognitive and emotional

aspects, and also for its close connection to the collective
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unconscious. So, it can be used efficiently to study complex
phenomena that afflict our Arab-Muslim societies, especially
with regard to attitudes, beliefs and inter-group conflicts. But it
seems important to translate this theory and make it known to
Arab researchers. In this article, we expose this theory,
beginning with a definition of the two basic concepts
"representations” and "social representations”, then we explain
how this theory was born, who founded it, what are its objects
of study and its applications and how it relates to processes and
dynamics of identity.

Keywords: Social representations; Beliefs; Attitudes; Inter-group

conflicts; Identity dynamics.
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