Impact of Orthographic Transparency Level on Reading Performance and its Cognitive Determinants: A Cross-
Linguistic Approach

Impact of Orthographic Transparency Level on Reading Performance and

its Cognitive Determinants: A Cross-Linguistic Approach
https://doi.org/10.57642/AJOPSY107

Mohamed Naciri
mohamed.naciri@fse.um5.ac
Department of educational psychology, Faculty of Educational Sciences, Mohammed V University, Rabat,

Morocco
Received: 27/05/2025 Accepted: 20/06/2025 Published: 30/06/2025

Abstract
This article started from the basic premise that orthographic systems differ across languages
in terms of their transparency—that is, the degree to which written forms correspond to their
spoken counterparts. This variation may lead to significant differences in reading performance
and in the cognitive processes that underlie it, depending on the language in question. We first
focus on the concept of orthographic transparency, examining its definition and
manifestations. We then explore how differing levels of transparency may influence reading
performance, and conclude by analyzing the impact of orthographic transparency on the
cognitive mechanisms underlying both typical and atypical reading. Given these differences,
the strategies readers employ to process written language can vary considerably from one
language to another.
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